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PATRICK J.

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

By

Lynch
PBA PRESIDENT

F

our floors at 40 Fulton
Street have served as PBA
headquarters for almost 20
years now. (Before then, the
PBA was headquartered at
250 Broadway.) The 40 Fulton St. lease,
executed on November 22, 1991, expires
June 30, 2010.
About 18 months ago, we started
looking for new space while at the same
time renegotiating our current space in
the hopes of reducing rent costs. The
process involved investigating countless
buildings south of Canal Street — where
much of the business of interfacing with
City Hall and other city agencies
(including One Police Plaza) is conducted
— and elsewhere in the city.
There couldn’t have been a better
time to be in the market for commercial
real estate. The lease at the current
location, negotiated in 1991 and renewed
and extended in the late 1990’s under a
former PBA administration, costs about
$48 a square foot. When we started the
process before the market crashed, the 40
Fulton St. management wanted to increase
the cost to about $52 a square foot.
But the economic meltdown
transformed the real estate market. So,
after an exhaustive search involving
many buildings and much negotiation
and renegotiation, the PBA chose a new
location for its headquarters — at 125
Broad Street, just a few blocks south of
where we are now.

At the end of a very long negotiating
process, after the PBA board several times
asked the competing buildings to come
up with better offers, the PBA agreed to a
15-year lease with 125 Broad Street, over
the term of which the base rent will
average in the mid $30’s per square foot
— not only much less than 40 Fulton
Street’s new terms but also much less
than its old terms. Also, the PBA is
getting one year rent-free, effectively
making it a 16-year lease. The building
will pay for many of the costs of the move
and for the renovations necessary to
adapt the space to the PBA’s business
operations. The building will also pay for
the PBA’s architect, who will oversee the
reconfiguration of the space. The
transaction also includes, at no cost to the
PBA, some Citibank furniture left behind
to help replace PBA furniture more than
three decades old.
Finally, the space comes with a tax
abatement that was attached to the
building in the 1990’s, which is worth
between $80-$100,000 for each of the first
five years — between $400,000 and
$500,000 over those five years, which the
PBA will formally seek. Also, due to the
inefficient utilization of space in four
floors at 40 Fulton Street (originally built
as a residential location), where we were
essentially paying for space that couldn’t
be used, we have reduced the amount of
space to one floor at the new location
because of a more efficient layout.

The significant reduction in the persquare-foot cost, the tax abatement, the
one-full-year of free rent, and the more
efficient design layout mean that during
the 15 years the PBA will save about $15
million over what we’re currently paying,
with significant savings in the first five
years from the tax abatement and the
year’s rent.
Besides reducing rent expenditures,
one of our goals was to make the space
even more accessible and user-friendly
for our members. We plan to make a
designated area available for our
members when they drop by the PBA
offices. In that area, among other things,
we hope to provide all the resources
members need to fully understand and
utilize their union benefits. We will
actively encourage our members to visit
that area.
In the end, we believe the new space
will allow us to continue to fulfill our
mission to serve the membership and to
realize significant savings that can be put
to other productive uses for the
membership in the process. We believe
that this long-term arrangement provides
exceptional value to the PBA.

Patrick J. Lynch, President
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W

hen we first took over
the leadership of the
PBA one of the many
questions we wanted to
resolve was why the city
wasn't paying for prescription drugs
needed by our members because of
injuries incurred in the line of duty.
These payments were coming out of the
PBA Health and Welfare Fund and police
officers’ pockets, and this seemed to us to
be inherently wrong, undermining the
fund's fiscal health and costing our
members unnecessary co-pays. After a
preliminary investigation we found that
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the problem had started years before,
during the 1991-95 contract negotiations.
A side letter to the PBA from Randy
Levine, then city labor commissioner,
said that both the city and the PBA
"recognized
that,
pursuant
to
Administrative Code Section 12-127, the
city is obligated to pay for the costs of
line-of-duty prescription drugs for PBA
members" and "that a significant number
of PBA members have utilized the PBA's
Health and Welfare Fund to pay for these
prescription drugs without reimbursement
by the city." But after making these
remarkably candid acknowledgements,

the letter went on to state that the PBA
would "waive any and all claims
retroactively and prospectively against
the city for the reimbursement of the
costs of line-of-duty injury prescription
drugs." The then-PBA administration
agreed to these obviously unfair terms in
exchange for a .04% credit roughly
equivalent to a paltry $530,838 added to
that contract's economic package. (That
contract, by the way, netted PBA
members 18 months of zeroes plus a
$4,000 lump-sum payment, before taxes.)
What was going on here? The
agreement was obviously contradictory

A SUCCESSFUL ARBITRATION

By

JOHN

Puglissi

PBA FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

and not well considered. We began taking
immediate steps to correct the situation.
First we tried to end the inequity
through negotiations. In the 2000-2002
and also the 2002-2004 bargaining
rounds, our demands included a
provision that the city pay for LOD drugs.
The city's response was that the PBA had
bargained that away forever.
That's when we decided to try a
different approach — to file a grievance
that would eventually lead to arbitration.
We found an aggrieved member who was
willing to be our test case. That officer,
injured in an RMP accident, also believed
the city should pay for his LOD drugs but
was denied this by the department.
While the process with this officer
was under way, we then included the
demand that the city pay for LOD drugs
in the 2004-2006 bargaining round. The
item had become especially important for
drugs resulting from 9/11 illnesses, being
paid for out of a PBA Health and Welfare
Fund ill-equipped to handle illnesses and
injuries of such a magnitude.
(It's important to remember that the
Health and Welfare Fund monies come
from the city through collective bargaining
in lieu of pay raises. The fund has to
provide our members with prescription
drugs and dental and optical benefits, and
if too much is being spent in one area, it
results in higher co-pays or diminished
benefits in other areas. And because the
city’s contributions to the fund are often
in lieu of pay raises, it can also cost our
members higher salary increases.)

In the 2004-2006 bargaining round,
Labor Commissioner Jim Hanley
surprisingly offered that the city would
pay for any claims submitted to the
department, but the NYPD had no
reliable mechanism for processing these
claims. In fact, the practice after the

of that agreement's terms and of
Administrative Code Section 12-127,"
Sands wrote.
As a result of this award, the
department was compelled to implement
Operations Order No. 36, by which the
city provides co-payment-free prescription

We have been sending members
checks for the co-pays they were
wrongly forced to spend.
1991-95 round was simply to refer the
injured officer to the PBA’s health and
welfare fund. So we decided to proceed
with the grievance/arbitration procedure
because we believed it had a good
chance of succeeding and that the city
would be inescapably bound by the
decision.
In March of 2007, impartial
arbitrator John E. Sands began hearing
the LOD drug case that the PBA had
brought on behalf of the injured officer
and "all other similarly situated police
officers." And ultimately, arbitrator Sands
ruled in favor of the PBA's position that
the city must pay for LOD drug claims
submitted to it from our members.
"The city's refusal to pay LOD
prescription drug invoices since the date
of the parties' side letter agreement has
accordingly been a continuing violation

drugs to active members for approved
line-of-duty injuries and illnesses. The
order is self-explanatory and takes you
step-by-step through the eligibility criteria.
The operations order is available on the
PBA Website.
Since the award, we have been
submitting LOD drug claims retroactively
from July 2007 and sending members
checks for the co-pays they were wrongly
forced to spend. As of Feb. 1, we have
reimbursed members to the tune of
$21,336, and your Health and Welfare
Fund has recovered $156,756 so far. And
we are in the process of recovering much
more, both for our members and for the
fund. We’ll keep you updated.
If you have any questions or
concerns about all of this, don't hesitate
to call the PBA Health and Welfare Funds
office at 212-349-7560.

The PBA Magazine, 9

AN ALL-INCLUSIVE,
COUPLES-ONLY,
POCONO MOUNTAIN
ESCAPE
Escape
today and
save up to 50
% on
an ALL-INCLU
SIVE,
couples only
getaway

Save up to 50% off your next couples-only, ALL-INCLUSIVE escape to our
resorts in the Pocono Mountains.
5HDG\ WR FRQIHVV \RXU ORYH IRU ELJ VDYLQJV DQG HYHQ
ELJJHU URPDQFH" 7KHQ FKHFN RXW RXU QHZ UHVRUWV LQ
WKH 3RFRQR 0RXQWDLQV 2XU H[FOXVLYH *HWDZD\ &OXE
GLVFRXQW SURJUDP EULQJV \RX URPDQFH OLNH QHYHU
EHIRUH DQG because you’re a part of the NYC PBA
you can enjoy a savings of up to 50% off your allinclusive escape DQG \RX FDQ VKDUH WKHVH VDYLQJV ZLWK
IDPLO\ DQG IULHQGV 7KH *HWDZD\ &OXE 'LVFRXQW FDUG LV
WUDQVIHUDEOH
6R ILQG D SUREDEOH FDXVH IRU ORYH 7DNH \RXU SLFN IURP
RXU WKUHH FRXSOHV UHVRUWV $QG H[SHULHQFH WKH PDQ\
UHZDUGV RI URPDQFH  RQO\ KHUH

YOUR ALL-INCLUSIVE PACKAGE FEATURES
/X[XULRXV VXLWH
 8QOLPLWHG EUHDNIDVW DQG GLQQHU
 ,QWLPDWH EUHDNIDVWLQEHG
 /LYH HQWHUWDLQPHQW HYHU\ QLJKW RI WKH ZHHN
 8OWLPDWH $GYHQWXUHV OHG E\ \RXU &;2
 2I FRXUVH SDVVLRQ SOD\IXOQHVV DQG LQWLPDF\

6HH DOO WKDWªV QHZ DW
CPResorts-Getaway.com
)RU UHVHUYDWLRQV FDOO 800.245.8807
3URPR &RGH GA-26391

"/*.1035"/5.&44"(&'30.
.6/*$*1"-$3&%*56/*0/
"3&:06"'3"*%0'8)"5¤4*/4*%&5)"5-&55&3
'30.:063#"/,"#065:063$3&%*5$"3%
You probably should be. Your bank may have raised your rate as high as 29.99% APR
in the last few weeks, without warning, and without good reason. Banks have been rushing rate
increases through since new legislation will limit them from arbitrary rate increases.
You don’t have to be afraid. We’re Municipal Credit Union, and we already have one of the best and
fairest deals in New York:

Low variable rates: Classic – 11.15% APR

Gold – 10.15% APR
Platinum – 9.15% APR

No fees to transfer high-interest balances
No penalty rate increases for late payments
No penalty rate increases for going over your limit
No annual fee
No inactivity fees when you use your card less
No fee for carrying a zero balance
No hidden fees or ﬁne print you can’t read
With no unwelcome surprises, you can be sure you’re getting a fair deal on your credit card at
MCU. Can your bank say the same?

Transfer your high-interest rate card balances today!

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU
or visit nymcu.org
The APR on MCU VISA cards may vary. Balance transfers from existing MCU loan and MCU VISA Card accounts to
another MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is ﬁxed at 17.9%. Transaction
fee for Cash Advances for Classic VISA is 3% of the amount advanced but not less than $1.00 nor more than $30.00.
Transaction fee for Cash Advances for Gold and Platinum Visa is 3% of the amount advanced but not less than $2.00 nor
more than $30.00. There is a minimum ﬁnance charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. Certain restrictions
apply. There is a late-payment fee of $25.00. Membership is required.
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A DANGEROUS FINANCIAL GAME

By

Abdul-Jabbar
PBA SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT

F

or several years now, the
city has been shrinking
the
NYPD
headcount
while asking our police
officers to do more with
less — even as our crimefighting successes have mounted, our
social-services duties increased, our
revenue-generating traffic-and-parkingenforcement role stepped up, and our
crucial anti-terrorism responsibilities
have taken on a life-and-death meaning
for our city and its citizens.
And, unfortunately, the current
budget discussions at City Hall and in
Albany include proposals that would
wind up asking us to do even more with
even less. In the worst-case scenario,
a lot more with a lot less.
The PBA wasted no time in
reminding the city and its citizens that
further reductions in police strength,
even in a period of financial challenge,
threaten to trigger the much-dreaded
reversal
of
our
crime-fighting
accomplishments and to increase our
vulnerability to terrorism. Yet further
reductions are just what the city is
proposing.
PBA President Pat Lynch wrote in a
Feb. 3 opinion article in the Daily News,
“Police force strength has already reached

Police headcount reductions,
combined with high unemployment
and a dismal job market, is a recipe
for disaster.
dangerous levels and must not be allowed
to be diminished any further.”
The mayor’s budget proposal would
reduce the total uniformed force by 1,300
by June 30, 2011. The current number of
officers in the rank of police officer is
20,778, and that’s the lowest its been
since 1987 and 4,452 fewer than it was in
December 1999. Police strength began
improving in 1991 when the state
legislature, prodded by the PBA and in
reaction to a street-crime epidemic,
enacted
the
Safe-Streets-Safe-City
program, which added 8,000 officers over
three years. In 2001, the total NYPD
headcount was more than 41,000 — and
that was before anti-terrorism was the
priority it is today.
In contrast, the 20,778 figure we’re
getting ready to endure — when adjusted
for the consolidation of the transit and
housing police into the NYPD — would
render New York City more unprotected
than at any time in the modern era. That,

combined with high unemployment and
a dismal job market, is a recipe for
disaster.
Adding to the problem, under the
city’s proposals, the police headcount
will take a disproportionate hit. The
plan eliminates almost 2,500 police
officer jobs through attrition in the
fiscal 2013 budget, which is 55 percent
of the total proposed citywide
headcount reduction of 4,529.
The city’s budget plans also do not
account for the almost $1.3 billion in
cuts Gov. Paterson’s state budget
proposes for New York City. The mayor
says that if those cuts go through, he’d
have to cut another 19,000 jobs citywide.
How many of them would be cops?
The city budget will not be
finalized until June and is scheduled to
be updated in April. Let’s make sure one
message is out there loud and clear —
reducing the NYPD headcount is a
dangerous financial game.
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PBA PH TO-OPS PBA PHOTO
FOR THEIR EDUCATION
PBA President Pat Lynch looks on as Richard
P. Torykian, Jr., founder and vice-chairman
of the Marine Corps Law Enforcement
Foundation, presents two bonds worth
$30,000 apiece to Danielle Edwards,
widow of Housing P.O. Omar Edwards,
who died in the line of duty last May 28.
The bonds, at maturity, will completely
cover college tuition for the Edwards’
sons, Xavier and Keanu, being held by
Mrs. Edwards and her father, P.O. William
Glenn of Motor Transport, Queens North.
The presentations took place at the November
delegates meeting. The PBA has helped raise
over $100,000 for the Edwards family.
Photo by Albert W. O’Leary

A WALL OF REMEMBRANCE
Last Oct. 15, the Queens South Memorial and Museum dedication
was held at borough headquarters in the 107 Pct. Plaques and
other memorabilia have been installed in memory of all police
officers in NYPD history who have sacrificed their lives in the line
of duty in Queens South. In photo at the near right, Vivian
Scarangella — whose husband P.O. John Scarangella of the 113
Pct. was killed May 1, 1981 — receives a plaque from Chief of the
Dept. Joseph. J. Esposito. Mrs. Scarangella’s arm is around her
grandson, John DeCastro, and at the podium is Asst. Chief Thomas
V. Dale, who was then the borough’s commanding officer and is
now Chief of Personnel. In the bottom photo, PBA President
Pat Lynch (right) and other PBA officials pose with two prominent
Queens South line-of-duty families —
the Byrnes and the Longs. At center, in
dark suit and holding plaque, is Bill
Long, son of Patrolman William G.
Long of the 103 Pct., who was killed
Sept. 2, 1956. And two persons to Pat
Lynch’s right is retired member of the
service and attorney Matt Byrne,
father of Edward R. Byrne of the 103
Pct. who died Feb. 26, 1988. Also
pictured are (l-r): Bill Long’s wife
Tatjana Long; Emily Long, Bill’s brother
James’ daughter; James Long; James’
wife Anne; PBA Queens South Trustee
Patrick Hendry; PBA Transit Trustee
Mike Morgillo (in rear); Edward
Byrne’s mother Ann Byrne; and
Edward Byrne’s brother Steven. The
cute ones up front are Bill Long’s
daughters Grace and Jackie.
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PBA PBA
O-OPS PHOTO-OPS
PBA PHOTO-OPS
ANCHORS AWEIGH
The USS New York, the Navy assault
ship forged from tons of steel
recovered from the World Trade
Center wreckage, was commissioned
last November and was the scene of a
touching ceremony while in its berth at
a New York City pier. As you probably
know, Transit P.O. James McNaughton on
Aug. 2, 2005, became the first New York
City police officer killed while serving his
country in the war in Iraq. In November,
Officer McNaughton’s parents joined
Colonel John Hussey — who had been
their son’s commanding officer in Iraq
and whose brother is a police officer in the 26 Pct. with 20 years on the job — on a tour of the ship and
presented him with their son’s remembrance coin (see insets), which has been added to the USS New York’s
permanent collection of memorabilia. In photo (l-r) are Col. Hussey; James McNaughton’s father, retired
NYPD K-9 P.O. Bill McNaughton; USN Master-at-Arms William Kline of the USS New York; James McNaughton’s
mother, P.O. Michelle McNaughton of TBHQ; and PBA Manhattan North Financial Secretary Joe Strong.

Thanks for the memories
The following is a letter PBA President Pat Lynch received from an average New Yorker.
He experienced first-hand what New York City police officers are all about. What makes
this New Yorker not so average is that he took the time to write us about his experience:

Patrick,
I felt compelled to recount the amazing conduct of a group of plainclothes
officers at the Yankees’ World Series victory parade on Nov. 6. That morning, my
5-year-old son Gavin and I ventured downtown to attend the parade, admittedly
a little later than we should have. We also made the mistake of surfacing from
the subway at Brooklyn Bridge into a mass of people who didn't seem to know
where to go. After walking around for about an hour trying to find a way onto
the parade route, I decided that further efforts were futile and, close to tears at
the thought of Gavin's disappointment, decided to head back uptown to my
office. As we started walking north from Foley Square, I heard someone call out
and ask us where we were going. I explained our situation and said we were
headed home. The questioner, who I later learned was a police officer, told me
to follow him instead. As we began walking with the group toward Broadway
the officer apologized for the mayhem and said that a kid like Gavin shouldn't
have to miss the parade. Two of the officers proceeded to escort us down
Broadway to an area designated for police officers and their family and friends.
Needless to say, my son had an amazing time and got to be part of an event
I'm sure he’ll never forget. I know I’ll never forget him telling me on the way
home that it was his best day ever.
I'm embarrassed to say that I never got the names of the officers who helped
me that day. I believe one of them told me they were from the Midtown South
Pct. A friend of mine with a relative who’s a police officer suggested that
contacting you was the best way to offer my thanks.
I just wanted someone to know how grateful I was and offer some
recognition to officers who went out of their way to help us when they truly
didn't have to do anything at all. It's something that I'll never forget and a story
I've shared with countless others, all equally impressed.
I will also be making a small donation to the PBA Widows’ and Children's
Fund in honor of the one woman and five or six men who helped us that day.
The Nov. 6, 2009, New York Yankees World Series
victory parade, with an NYPD escort.

God Bless the NYPD,

Todd Avella

Manhattan

Photo courtesy of The Daily News
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JOSEPH

A FINANCIAL HOUSE IN ORDER

By

Alejandro
PBA TREASURER

The simplest way
is by having a will.
If you don’t,
state law will
decide where
your money and
children go.

F

or obvious reasons, every
adult, regardless of age, needs
what is formally known as a
last will and testament and
needs to keep other items of his
financial house in order. For even more
obvious reasons, every police officer
should do these things.
And New York City police officers
have no excuse not to because the PBA
provides its members with these services
at no charge.
So, to protect your loved ones in the
unlikely event of your untimely demise,
we urge you to take the following steps:

MAKE A WILL
Make sure your assets go to the
people you want them to go to and that
your children will be raised by people
you trust — those are two of the most

significant considerations that having a
will can give you peace of mind about.
Having a will is particularly important if
you aren’t married but living with
someone you want to take care of in the
event of your death. The simplest way to
do that is by having a will. If you don’t,
the state will decide where your money
and children go.
To take advantage of this free service,
visit the PBA website www.nycpba.org,
go to the General Counsel section,
download the “Confidential Will
Interview Form,” fill it out and mail it in.
You can also call the funds office at 212349-7560 and they’ll mail you a package.
Once the form is completed and
returned, a PBA attorney will draw up a
simple, legally-binding will for you
based on your answers and preferences.
You’ll have to visit the PBA General
Counsel’s office to sign the document
and validate it.
The General Counsel’s office can also
provide you with a living will, which
spells out how you want to be treated in
case of catastrophic or debilitating illness
or injury. PBA lawyers can also prepare a
health proxy and/or a durable power of
attorney, enabling you to select a person
to make health decisions for you if you’re
unable to do so yourself. Again, these are
free legal services to help you protect

yourself, your assets and your loved ones
in case of death or serious catastrophic
illness or injury.

UPDATE YOUR
BENEFICIARIES
We’ve heard many sad stories from
PBA members who failed to change their
designated beneficiary following a
breakup, divorce or death. One member
— who was married, divorced, remarried
and had children with the second wife —
failed to change the beneficiary on his
pension and life insurance. Guess who
got the money when he died. To be sure
you take care of the people you care about,
review your designated beneficiaries with
the PBA funds office. You can download
change-in-beneficiary forms from the
PBA website or call or visit the funds
office to obtain them.

BE SURE YOUR
ADDRESS IS CURRENT
If you move, you must inform the
department and the PBA funds office of
your change of address if you want to
take advantage of all your PBA benefits.
Taking these simple steps will
protect your family and other loved ones.
You owe them no less.

The PBA Magazine, 17

Photos by
Det. Greg Semendinger
NYC Police Aviation Unit

THE

FORGOTTEN

VICTIMS

I

n some respects, Gregory
Semendinger personifies
the axiom about the perils
of getting what you wish
for. For 14 years, the now-retired veteran
tried to get into the NYPD’s aviation unit.
When he finally did get in during a
lengthy police career that lasted 35 years,
he earned himself a spectacularly grim
perspective on the September 2001 attacks
on the World Trade Center. For all his twin
addictions to flying and photography, it
was the kind of opportunity he could have
done without.
If Semendinger has had any
consolation, it is that the catastrophically
graphic pictures he was able to take from
his helicopter have burnished the images
of that September morning (already nine
years ago) on the memories of those who
might have preferred to forget them. As
the 61-year-old Brooklyn native recalls
that day’s events:
“My partner Jim Ciccone and I were
out at Floyd Bennett Field putting
equipment on board our Bell Jet Ranger
18

when the first radio reports came in. We
were airborne within two minutes. It took
about six minutes to get down to the tip of
Manhattan, and from that point on it was
surreal. The smoke was billowing out at
incredible speeds. We just had to clear our

Gregory Semendinger Photo by William Baker

minds of anything but the job, and that
meant flying an L-shaped pattern on the
north side of the north tower looking for
people on the roof we might have been
able to rescue. We ourselves were too

Seventh in a series
As the Twin Towers crumbled, a
veritable Vesuvius of toxic
conditions was created — and
our members and other first
responders would work there,
and many of them are now
paying for their selflessness with
sickness and death. We call
them the Forgotten Victims.
Gregory Semendinger, now
retired, had an eagle’s-eye view
of the destruction as an NYPD
aviation unit photographer on
Sept. 11, 2001, and in the weeks
and months that followed. In
this interview with The PBA
Magazine, Semindinger — who
spent 10 years as a police officer
in the 75 Pct. and several more
in the 61 — says he feels for
these victims as he felt for those
who died in the towers’ collapse.

small to take up anybody, but we could
have spotted them and called in a bigger
copter with a hoist.”
But, it appeared, at least initially,
there was nobody.
Semendinger shakes his head, and for
more than one reason.
“For me personally, there was a
little déjà vu about the whole thing
because I was also the first responder in
the air after the 1993 bombing down
there. Then, too, we were looking for
people who might have made it to the
roof. There was no one up there then,
either. This time the plane that hit the
north tower severed the electrical
connection to the roof, so even if
somebody had climbed up that far, they
wouldn’t have been able to open the
doors. But we still kept hoping that
somebody had made it. There was this
tiny patch on the northwest corner of
the north tower that wasn’t obscured by
smoke like everything else was.”
What took Semendinger and
Ciccone some time to admit to

Lobbying the Blue Dog Democrats on
the Zadroga Bill — see General Counsel
Michael Murray’s column on page 32

themselves was that even if somebody
had made it past the severed electrical
lines and the smoke to get to the
northwest area, another major obstacle
would have weighed heavily against
rescue chances. “There was a windowwashing machine all around that area of
the building. Maybe we didn’t want to
accept it that day, but any more
reflective look at the situation told you
that would have made a rescue hoisting
operation improbable, too.”
For the next two or three months,
Semendinger was busy taking more
photos and ferrying first responders to
Ground Zero as he witnessed first-hand the
toxic conditions they were working under.
His
photographs
re-emerged
recently after ABC News’ Diane Sawyer
obtained
them
from
the
9/11
Commission under the Freedom of
Information Act. ABC identified the
photographer, who had made sure to
label the material when handing it over
to the panel chaired by former New
Jersey Governor Thomas Kean.

“That opened the floodgates. The
Associated Press reprinted some of them,
then Newsday, then magazines and
newspapers from all over the world. I
once had one TV crew in my living
room, a second one in the basement
having coffee while it waited, and a third
one out on the front door,” said
Semendinger, who lives in Wantagh with
his wife and 12-year-old daughter.
He says that the more he looked at
some of the images he captured so long
ago, the more he realized that he had
recorded more than had been
immediately evident — and it wasn’t a
particularly heartening discovery. “I got
suspicious about what looked like dots
outside the windows on the highest
floors of the north tower. The more I
blew up the pictures, the clearer it was
that I was looking at people so
desperate that they had climbed out to
the window trackings. They had no
place to go, and there was no way anyone
could have rescued them, but seeing
them like that in their final minutes was

chilling. And I hadn’t noticed it when I
had been shooting.”
He shakes his head at his belated
recognition of what he had shot and
immediately connects it to the what has
become the tragic aftermath of that day —
the large number of police officers and
other first responders who are suffering
unexpected and catastrophic illnesses
because of their work in the rescue-andrecovery operation at Ground Zero — the
people we have been calling the Forgotten
Victims. “Sometimes I think we’re all
going to go on discovering things about
that day,” he says. “Medically, you’ve got
this situation where all these diseases are
coming out years after the fact. Anybody
who was down there those days knows
it’s absolutely ridiculous to say that
there’s no cause and effect between what
happened on September 11 and these
respiratory and cancer ailments. It’s
scary, but I can’t see how anything we
find out about that day as we go forward
is going to make us happy.”
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Finest of the Finest

P
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PBA President Pat Lynch (center, without plaque) poses with the winners at the traditional “Finest of the Finest” awards luncheon held
Nov. 19 at Manhattan’s Water Club. Thirty-five police officers, two sergeants and one lieutenant were cited for acts of heroism and
bravery while facing guns and knives aimed at them and at innocent civilians and while rescuing accident victims and others in lifethreatening situations. Lynch, who presented each honoree with a commemorative plaque, said: “Of all the recognition our members
receive, these mean the most to them because they have been judged by their peers — other police officers. This makes it special.”
Photo by William Baker
The PBA Magazine, 21

By Donald Dewey
Photos by William Baker

he Queens North Task Force, where Police
Officers Muhammed Qasir and Melinda
Johnson are assigned, covers an area that takes
in some of the most tempestuous commands in
New York’s outer boroughs.
On a recent late-winter evening, the partners are
perched in a side street off Northern Boulevard watching out
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for, among other things, traffic violators. Their specific
sector for the night covers the 110 (Elmhurst) and 115
(Jackson Heights) Pcts., commands that are usually
mentioned by the media in connection with crimes much
more serious than traffic offenses.
For the 40-year-old Qasir, it’s a long way from his native
Lahore. But then again so is just about everything else for the

QUEENS NORTH TASK FORCE

Police Officers Muhammed Qasir and Melinda Johnson.

father of four who now calls Deer Park home. Brought by his
parents to the United States from Pakistan at an early age, he
grew up in Richmond Hill with an interest in criminal law.
What that eventually led to was a stint at Queens College
where he majored in psychology before taking the civil
service exam, accepting an invitation to join the NYPD, and
graduating from the Academy in 1992. Before being assigned

to the Task Force, he put in five years at the 112 Pct. (Forest
Hills). And that isn’t half the story. Once it discovered that he
was already steeped in several languages from Southeast Asia,
Police Plaza sent Qasir to Berlitz for special training (five days
a week for six weeks), with the result today that, in addition
to English, he can carry on conversations in Punjabi, Urdu,
Hindi, and Farsi. “Using your resources,” he laughs. “New
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Officers Johnson and Muhammed help a homeless drunk out of his sleeping perch on a coffee shop’s chairs and into an ambulance.
It was a job where Muhammed’s wide knowledge of Southeast Asian languages — Punjabi, in this case — came in handy.

York isn’t just an English-speaking or English-Spanish-speaking
city anymore, and when you have a police situation, the better
the understanding from the start, the less chance of something
going wrong. Besides, I like using my languages.”
Barely are the words out of his mouth when there’s a call
to a Roosevelt Avenue Dunkin’ Donuts. The problem is a drunk
who has been sleeping at one of the store’s tables for a couple
of hours. The second problem is that attempts to rouse the man
have been met by a language none of the outlet’s employees
understand. Given the heavy presence of immigrants from the
Asian subcontinent in the neighborhood, Qasir is already
betting on his way to the scene that the mysterious language in
question is one of those he has in his hip pocket.
He’s right, although it takes a good five minutes of shaking
by him and Johnson to get the man awake for verifying that he
is a Sikh from the Punjab with little English. Sporting a Duane
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Reade T-shirt over a frame that is all but skeletal, the man also
turns out to be homeless. Despite that, he keeps waving off
suggestions by the cops that he go to the hospital for a checkup. He knows the neighborhood and the neighborhood knows
him, he says several times, so he’ll be fine on the streets. Then
Qasir goes into persuasive mode in Punjabi, and the man begins
nodding more than resisting. Finally, he acquiesces to the
summoning of an ambulance.
“You can’t leave a guy in that condition on the streets,”
Johnson says, as the ambulance pulls off with the hapless Sikh.
“Somebody’s going to hurt him. He may not have anything of
value you can see, but who knows if just his shoes aren’t
enough to attract some mugger?”
For Qasir, there is something else noteworthy about the
Dunkin’ Donuts call: its relative novelty. “When I got out of the
Academy back in 1992, you couldn’t drive along Roosevelt

QUEENS NORTH TASK FORCE

Avenue without seeing a homeless drunk practically every
block. When they talk about the reduction in crime over the last
decade or so, they sometimes forget that also includes quality of
life things like our friend back there. You don’t see a fraction of
the people in his condition that you did once upon a time. At
least requiring a police call.”
To what does he attribute the decline in the crime statistics?
“Is it just massaging numbers? How can I not believe that’s
some of it? There’s just too much pressure on too many people
not to dress up things here and there. But I also think that

32 PRECINCT
REUNION PARTY
All members of the 32 Pct.,
past and present, active and retired,
are invited to Maestros in the Bronx

May 20, 2010, from 1900 to 2400 hrs.
For further information:

Det. Urbina, 212-690-6358

criticism, valid as it might be, kind of slights what the cops
themselves have done. We’re the ones out here. We go above
and beyond.”
Although the 28-year-old Johnson has been in uniform
for a much shorter time than Qasir, she stresses the
importance of street contact between cops and the
community, citing her six months at the 112 Pct. between the

“You can’t leave a guy in that
condition on the streets.
Somebody’s going to hurt him."
Academy and the Task Force for evidence. “When I was doing
foot patrol back then,” the Middle Island resident recalls,
“people would see you coming along and they’d run up to you
and ask if something was wrong. They were concerned —
about you, about themselves, about the neighborhood. On the
other hand, now I’m in a car and I have no regular contact
with any one area. They don’t know me and I don’t know
them. I’m answering a call the other day and as I’m going
into this house, a little boy standing with his mother on the
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Holly Springs, and Wake Forest.
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alternative for appropriate cases of
symptomatic fibroids — Uterine
Fibroid Embolization (UFE).

Fonville Morisey Realty

Monica Meinken
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To be sure you receive the
best treatment for your
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of Interventional Radiologists
and OB/GYNs at The Mount
Sinai Fibroid Care Center
provide each patient with an
individualized workup, including
pelvic imaging.

mmeinken@fmrealty.com
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Officers Muhammed and Johnson at a car stop for a traffic violation.

sidewalk cries out, ’Look, Mommy, the bad guys!’ You can get
real depressed thinking about where that attitude came from.
I don’t want to be the bad guy. But you also have to think
you’d run into a lot less often if there was more routine,
steadier contact with the community.”
Qasir agrees that the NYPD isn’t a completely innocent
party to the attitudes that have congealed toward cops. ‘The
biggest surprise I had about the job coming out of the
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Academy,” he says, “was the difference between what I’d
thought the job was and what the Department thinks it is. Call
me a dreamer, but I thought it was about helping people. The
Department says it’s about enforcing the law, over and out. It’s
no use saying Compstat this and Compstat that, let’s get rid of
it. Like it or not, records of statistical production aren’t going
to go away. But you need some kind of balance between
working for community trust and producing numbers, and

QUEENS NORTH TASK FORCE

right now we don’t have that balance. Nothing’s going to be
right until we do have it.”
Both officers are asked what their worst moments on the
job were.
“For me, it was 9/11,” Qasir says. “Maybe the only thing
that kept me dry was that so much of it was surreal. The first
day I went down to Ground Zero with water for the rescue
workers. The cops who needed it were all covered in ash. Unless
they gave a shout-out, I didn’t recognize some people I’d known
for years. Then there were all the cell phones and glasses
scattered around. For some reason they made you want to cry
more than the body parts that were also there. I was down there
on and off for months, did a little bit of everything. But it’s the
phones and the glasses that have stuck with me.”
For Johnson, who didn’t come on the job until four years
after the attack on the World Trade Center, the worst moment
was a call for a husband who had shot his wife and then
turned the gun on himself. “When we walked in, there was
nothing but children screaming. He’d done it in front of his
nine-year-old and six-year-old. I didn’t think I would ever get
out of that house.”
For a change of pace from their cell phone monitoring,
Qasir and Johnson check in on the gang turf divisions that
have become more marked in northern Queens in recent
years. They’re hard to miss, with the front doors of some
houses conspicuously marked as “ABK” or “Latin Kings” to
make sure the unwelcome stay away. It’s usually when the

gangs come out of the houses, though, that the trouble starts.
“These two commands we’re backing up,” Qasir says, “have a
lot of street robberies and street assaults. Some of them are
just fights that started inside in a bar and flowed outside, but
you also get a lot of gang activity — the Latin Kings and ABK
mixing it up between them or one or the other going after
somebody’s wallet.”
With all quiet on the gang front for the evening, the officers
resume patrol and discuss their activities when they aren’t on
the job. “I’ve stopped having anything like a weekend,”
Johnson smiles. “I’m very active in my church and I’ve found
myself teaching dancing, singing and stepping to teenagers.
Now they’ve gotten so good that they’re performing all over
Suffolk County. I love working with kids. That’s why when I
retire, I want to get a license to teach in elementary school.”
As for Qasir, when he isn’t polishing his various
languages and helping his wife raise two girls (12 and 11) and
two boys (7 and 5), he is doing his imitation of Bob Vila.
“Since we moved to Deer Park, I’ve added four bedrooms to
our house. Did all the building, wiring, and plumbing by
myself, and had all the licensing people come by to sign off on
it. Why spend a lot of money reaching out to contractors who
will screw you one way or another?”
— Donald Dewey’s latest book is The Art of Ill Will: The
Story of American Political Cartoons.
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“It doesn’t
make any
difference if the
murder rate is
400 or four if
one of those
victims is your
brother.”

Carmine

Antoniello

Obsessing over numbers has been a problem for cops for a
long time. Rarely does an issue of this magazine appear without
some union member voicing concern about Police Plaza’s almost
manic concentration on the statistics thrown up by Compstat.
But there are few cops in the NYPD in a better position to say
what the numbers don’t mean than Carmine Antoniello of the
Queens North Task Force. It is a tragic expertise he didn’t ask for,
doesn’t need, and will never be able to shake.
As the 39-year-old veteran tells it, his father was returning
home around ten in the evening last September from the
pizzeria he owns in Ozone Park. When the father arrived at his
front door, his youngest son Gerardo, a 29-year-old engineer for
the Board of Education, was there to welcome him in. What
Gerardo didn’t notice until it was too late were the gun-wielding
thugs who pushed their way inside behind the elder Antoniello,
pistol-whipped the two men, and ordered them to lie down on
the floor. Then, for reasons beyond reason, one of the thugs
fatally shot the non-resisting Gerardo in the back. The killers
took off without a penny.
“You keep reading all these numbers about how crime is
down here and crime is down there,” Carmine Antoniello
shakes his head. “Everybody wants to congratulate themselves
because we don’t have as many felonies as we did back on suchand-such a date. But it doesn’t make any difference if the
murder rate is 400 or 4 if one of those victims is your brother.
Those numbers are worthless. Worse than that, they’re
bloodless. They’re not about the lives lost, they’re just about
themselves — numbers.”
Unsurprisingly, PBA delegate Antoniello is a hard-line
opponent of judging a cop’s performance solely by actions that
can be fit into some statistical column. “Sometimes you get the
idea that they’re more interested in some NYPD version of profit
margins than in doing the job. Okay, Command X registers so
many more arrests this month than it did in the same period last
year. If that happens, great. But when it doesn’t happen, doesn’t
it ever occur to anybody that it might be because there’s less
crime, that the cops have been so good at their jobs that they’ve
discouraged perps from doing what they might have been
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tempted to do? You go down the road of those numbers far
enough, you begin to wonder if some people don’t want more
felonies so they can have higher numbers to show arrests.
That’s a crazy way to run things in my opinion.”
It is an all-city opinion, with a whiff of the older generations
that traditionally delivered their children to civil service jobs.
Although he now lives in Massapequa with his schoolteacher
wife and three boys still at single-digit ages, Antoniello was
brought up in Jamaica by parents over from Italy. “My mother
still speaks Italian sometimes when she speaks English,” he
laughs, “and I guess most people associate that with their
grandparents or earlier. But the language thing has had its
benefits, too. When I got out of the Academy in January 1993, I
was assigned to the 110 Pct. I have to admit I was caught off
guard a little by all the cultures there, and this despite growing
up in Jamaica. But what helped me get through with the Latinos
was the Italian I had. Maybe I didn’t have the endings of the
words, but I was able to figure out enough until I got more
comfortable with the neighborhood and got to know the people.”
He stayed at the 110 Pct. until November 1999, when his
request for a transfer to the Task Force was approved. “It might
seem like patrol is patrol,” he says, “but there’s a difference. At
my old post I was always answering radio calls, going to scenes
that in most cases were where the crimes had already been
committed and were over. Burglaries, robberies, that kind of
thing. With the Task Force you’re a lot more involved in crimes
still in progress, and that to me seems more like what a cop
should be doing.”
Like many others, Antoniello singles out 9/11 as his worst
moment on the job. “We were assigned to perimeter security
details right from the first night. If there’s any good side to that,
it’s that personally I haven’t had a hairier experience so far. I’ve
only had to use my gun once, and that was against a rabid dog
back at the 110 Pct.”
Why was he drawn to donning a uniform in the first place?
“It was always there. I worked for a while in a deli and
then I helped out my father in the pizzeria, but I knew that
wasn’t for me. If there was any single person who influenced
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me, it was a patrolman at the
102 Pct., Officer Tobacco.
We were always talking to
him, and I guess he planted
the seed.”
Two years shy of his 20,
though, Antoniello has few
illusions that he has been
working
in
the
same
circumstances as Officer
Tobacco once did. “I guess all
things change over the years,
but you can’t help thinking
that a lot of the changes lately
haven’t been great for cops. I
can’t imagine there being so
little respect for us from the
politicians and the media
back in the old days. I mean,
if there was, somebody like
Tobacco would have told me
to stick to shoveling the
pizzas. There also seems to be
a lot less camaraderie among
the cops themselves than
there was. You were always
getting together for ballgames
or barbecues, but there’s been
very little of that in recent
years. Could be just because
we’ve all gotten older and like
to stay at home more, but it’s
definitely something you wish
you could change back.”
But of course even these
things would take second
place to reversing last
September. “In one sense, the
family was pretty lucky up till
then,” Antoniello says. “The
closest we’d come to tragedy
was a November 1980
earthquake in my parents’
home town of Sant’Angelo dei
Lombardi,
near
Naples.
Almost 3,000 people were
killed then, but my parents
were long over in Queens by
then. But ever since Gerardo
was killed, they really haven’t
been able to get rid of all their
fears. Another attack like that
is always just one thought
away. You try to reassure
them as much as you can.
And no, I don’t use numbers
doing it.”
— Donald Dewey
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POLICE “OMNIPRESENCE” AND
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PUTTING UNARMED AGENTS AT RISK

ROBERT

Talk to a veteran boss about
By
fighting crime and there’s
one word that keeps
PBA RECORDING SECRETARY
creeping into the conversation:
omnipresence.
would be parked at main intersections safety fleet of vehicles. The cars look
or on highways in an attempt to slow like RMPs, but the people operating
It means being in
traffic or encourage signal compliance. them, though dressed like police
But a daily newspaper publicized the officers, are not the real thing.
all places at all times. practice and the ghost cars vanished.
This may be a clever way to make

Zink

Applied to policing, the theory is that
a crime is a lot less likely to be committed
in the presence of a police officer. Fully
trained, armed and in uniform, on foot or
in an RMP, an officer’s presence alone
deters crime. Obvious, right? Which is
why omnipresence has long been a
critical part of the NYPD’s crime-control

The department has increased the
numbers of auxiliary police officers and
regularly uses them at high-profile
events to give the impression of a police
presence, particularly in low crime
areas. In fact, some major events are
being staffed almost exclusively by
auxiliary officers, who are powerless
and unequipped to handle a simple

people feel safer but it puts these
unarmed agents at risk of being
mistaken for real police officers. And it
creates the false impression in New
Yorkers’ minds that our streets are
adequately staffed with uniformed
police officers when they aren’t. These
tricks will backfire when a major crisis
occurs — a riot or terrorist attack, say

THE PERCEPTION OF PROTECTION
strategies. “Operation Impact,” to deter
crime, and “Surge,” to deter terrorist
acts, are the latest examples of the
theory in action.
The NYPD’s shrinking headcount
threatens to put a serious crimp in our
ability
to
create
real
police
omnipresence in this city. But don’t
underestimate the department’s ability to
create a “police presence” where none
exists. The NYPD has slowly and
methodically been attempting to
maintain police omnipresence with
smoke and mirrors.
How? Just what tricks does the
department employ to create the public
illusion that there’s a fully trained,
professional police officer nearby?
Until recently, one of the ploys was
to use “ghost cars” — empty RMPs

disturbance, much less a criminal or
terrorist act.
Also, a few years ago the
department changed the color of traffic
enforcement agents’ uniforms from
brown to a blue that so closely
resembles police officers’ uniforms that
it’s difficult to tell the difference at a
distance. The change puts these agents,
who like auxiliary police have no real
ability to protect themselves or others,
at serious risk. Now the NYPD has
changed the color of the traffic
enforcement division’s fleet of vehicles
— formerly dark and clearly marked as
traffic enforcement — making them,
except for some markings, virtually
identical to the marked blue-and-white
RMPs. But it doesn’t stop there. They’re
now doing the same thing to the school

— and there aren’t enough police
officers to handle it.
It’s just a matter of time until a
traffic agent or school safety officer —
literally out there with targets on their
backs and no way to defend themselves
— is mistaken for a real police officer
and killed by a criminal or a terrorist.
Their blood will be on the hands of the
NYPD, which thought it would be a good
idea to make everyone look like a cop.
Our message to the city: Stop
trying to fool people into thinking
there are enough fully trained, armed,
professional police officers out there
when there aren’t. For an effective and
reliable police omnipresence, hire
more cops.
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By Albert W. O’Leary
PBA Communications Director

The last thing he remembers about the
funeral escort for a very young drowning
victim was that he wanted to get home and
hug his year-old son Joshua. He has no
recollection of a car cutting off his Highway
Patrol motorcycle or of crashing into an
MTA bus on Ocean Avenue in Brooklyn at
about 40 miles an hour. Nor does he
remember resisting help from the EMTs who
rushed him to Lutheran Medical Center
with spinal cord damage and a broken neck
and leg. Some things are better forgotten.
When you first meet Scot Abrams, a
36-year-old native Long Islander, you get
Photo by Albert W. O’Leary
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the impression that he’s a football player who took one too
many hits in his left leg. The quick smile and strength of his
handshake belie the atrophied chest muscles and near
paralysis that pervades his left side. At six-feet-three and 250
pounds, with his brush cut, it’s easy to see him as the proud
U.S. Marine he is. He’s not a guy you’d expect to spend time

Scot Abrams with wife Tara and son Joshua.

in a wheelchair, which he does on most Sundays after five
days of physical therapy get the best of him.
Scot Abrams bleeds NYPD blue. His dad Lenny retired
from Highway 3 and his brother Sean rolls out of the Highway
District. He has uncles who retired from highway and from
mounted. Apparently, Abrams family members don’t like
walking or riding in cars. No wonder Scot always wanted to be
a cop. After taking the NYPD, Nassau and Suffolk tests, he was
appointed to the NYPD in July 1998. After stints in the 113 and
Queens South Auto Larceny, he got his dream assignment
when he was transferred to Highway 2 where he would be
paid for riding a motorcycle. His wife of seven years, Tara, and
their son made life about as good as it gets — until the accident.
On June 26, 2007, it all changed when his Harley slammed
into that bus. From Lutheran, where his four fractured vertebrae
were stabilized, he was transferred, with a Highway escort, to
NYU Medical Center, where he was put into an induced
comma for 13 days. Then, as soon as his condition permitted,
he underwent months of in-patient physical therapy at the
Rusk Institute and he now continues the therapeutic regimens

Scot Abrams is
quick to credit
everyone else for
his miraculous
recovery but never
even hints at a
critical ingredient:
his personal
courage.

at
St.
Charles
in
Albertson, Long Island.
Whereas his wife used
to have to feed him,
brush his teeth and help
him perform other basic
functions, he has now
recovered
enough
mobility to be an active
participant in caring for
himself and his son, with
whom he had to become
reacquainted after his
three months in the
hospital.
He graduated from
a wheel chair to a
walker
to
forearm
crutches. Now he wears a plastic leg brace over a thick mesh
surgical stocking supporting his left leg. Luckily, though his
spinal cord was pulled from its column and badly bruised, it
was not severed. The medical term for his condition is
“incomplete C3 quadriplegic.” He can move with some
difficulty and has limited use of his left arm and leg. His
physical and occupational therapy have paid dividends. Now,
when son Joshua decides to defy him by lying flat out on the
floor, he is strong enough to grab Josh’s belt and lift him up
against the sturdy three-year-old’s will.
Scot Abrams credits his recovery to the support of his
wife, family, friends, doctors and the job. He can’t help but
smile when he thinks of all his brother and sister officers who
drop by and offer support. He is particularly grateful to PBA
delegates Brian McKenna and John Finley of Highway 2,
Chris Fox of Highway 1 and Mike Villa of Highway 3, all of
whom helped take a lot of pressure off his family by ensuring
that were transported and well cared for by the job. He recalls
how recently retired Transportation Bureau Chief Mike
Scagnelli visited him in the hospital every week, bringing
along a vanilla milk shake. He is grateful for the work the job
did on his house to make it wheelchair accessible and for the
help getting to daily physical therapy sessions. He appreciates
the regular calls from his bosses, particularly that other
former Marine, Ray Kelly. He is grateful to relatives who do
things that he can’t, like mow the lawn or climb into the attic
to get the holiday decorations.
While Scot Abrams is quick to credit everyone else for his
miraculous recovery, he never even hints at a critical
ingredient that is so obvious to those who meet him: his
personal courage. While others might curse their luck and
adopt a why-me? attitude, Scot recognizes that even though it
takes him twice as long to walk up steps as a fully functional
person, at least he is able to walk up them. In the days
immediately following his return home, Tara would urge him
every morning to get up and get moving. “There’s no pity
party here today,” she would say when he didn’t want to be
rousted from bed. At five foot three, a full foot shorter than
Scot, she is no dainty female, but a force of nature whose love
and help propels Scot in his continuing recovery.
Asked about his plans for the future, Scot says he wants
to appreciate every day he has with his family and hopes to get
involved with the Police Self-Help Support group and counsel
other MOS who suffer devastating injuries.
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n the aftermath of 9/11, it
soon became apparent that
the federal, state and city
governments
were
either
seeking to walk away from
their responsibility to take care of police
officers who answered the call and were
made ill at Ground Zero and other
locations involved in the search-andrecovery effort, or they were looking to
shift the responsibility to one another.
Seeing this, the PBA began to undertake
measures to ensure that the obligations
owed our police officers were honored.
The PBA’s primary interest is to ensure
that our ill members and their families
will be taken care of.
Almost from the outset it appeared
that litigation and other considerations
were preventing full acknowledgement of
the existence of WTC-related illnesses
and discouraging full acceptance of
responsibility for those made ill by WTC
exposure. Countless officers were
walking into doctors’ offices and
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consulting with physicians with little
understanding of the unique issues
confronting WTC responders. When
treatment protocols for our members
languished at the health department,
the PBA pushed for their release,
which would provide government
acknowledgement of the emerging health
issue and provide guidance to treating
physicians. When government entities
and treatment programs with information
reflecting the illnesses suffered by WTC
responders were not releasing those data,
the PBA publicly pushed for their release
and, when it was not forthcoming,
created its own registry where members
could self-publish their information. As a
result, the PBA generated significant
media coverage of WTC-related illness
cases, and published data became more
available. Then, when the mainstream
press began to lose some of its focus on
the issue, the PBA began running a series
of articles in this magazine highlighting
the issue and continues to comment

publicly at every opportunity to keep the
issue in the public consciousness.
When the Zadroga bill (submitted to
Congress to create permanent funding for
WTC monitoring and first-responders’
medical treatment) failed to include
cancer as a covered illness, we were the
lone voice calling for the bill’s sponsors
to correct that glaring omission. That fight
continues to this day.
Recently, on March 9 of this year, the
PBA, along with Police Commissioner
Kelly and other police unions traveled to
Washington, D.C., to lobby the Blue Dog
Democrats to pass permanent funding for
WTC-health monitoring and medical
treatment. The Blue Dogs are fiscally
conservative Democrats whose support is
needed to pass the bill. The commissioner
began his remarks by saying that, while
he doesn’t always agree with the unions,
everyone stood together on this issue. His
arguments in favor of the bill included
sobering statistics on the number of
disabilities and deaths caused by WTC

MICHAEL

LOBBYING THE BLUE DOG DEMOCRATS

By

Murray
PBA GENERAL COUNSEL

exposures, and he explained why it was
important for Congress to provide funding.
PBA President Pat Lynch spoke next,
thanking Congress for funds provided so
far. He described the plight of his sickest
members, confronting the most serious
diseases. He explained the moral compact
under which police officers voluntarily
brave the job’s dangers, including the
possibility that they will lose their lives
— the implicit understanding that they
and their families will be provided for in
times of need resulting from the
performance of their duties.
To point out how WTC funding
politically affects the Blue Dogs, many of
whose districts are located in the south
and west, Lynch told of how he had met
police officers and other responders from
many other states at Ground Zero and
how he had kept a hand-written list of
them so he could send thank-you notes.
The list grew so long, he said, that it soon
embraced the entire country. While
perhaps not exposed to the same degree

as NYPD police officers, particularly
those who responded in the first
48 hours, many of the out-of-state
responders had come into contact with
the same deadly elements, and in
honoring the compact with New York
City police officers, these Congress
members would also protect the welfare
of their own states’ Ground Zero veterans
who may become sick because of their
selfless and patriotic behavior in the
aftermath of 9/11.
During a follow-up session that
included comments and questions from
Congress
members,
others
also
mentioned cancers as the reason
permanent funding was essential. While
the PBA is still pressing to have cancer
covered as a WTC illness (as has already
been done in the pension laws and with
the Victims Compensation Fund), it was
gratifying to see the public discussion
focusing on cancers. As recently as a few
months ago, some Congress members
and responder-management officials

were refusing publicly to acknowledge
those suffering from cancer as a result of
9/11-related exposures. The PBA will
continue to press until all WTC-related
cancers are covered for treatment in
federal legislation.

The PBA’s continuing
goals are to:
• Lower the threshold required to have
emerging WTC-related illnesses
recognized and thereby covered by
federal-funding legislation.
• Have health expenses associated with
WTC-related cancers in our police
officers covered by federal legislation.
• Compel the public release of
de-identified data collected pursuant
to the monitoring programs that
document the various illnesses our
members are experiencing.
The PBA will continue to place these
issues at the top of its priorities.
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JOSEPH

Your
Pension

By

Maccone
PBA PENSION CONSULTANT

question
Is it true that my police pension is guaranteed
and cannot be lost in a civil lawsuit?
— Police Officer Christopher Douglas - 70 Pct.

ANSWER: A pension received from the
Police Pension Fund is guaranteed
by the New York State Constitution.
Furthermore, section 13-264 of the New
York City Administrative Code, entitled
"Exemption from tax and legal process,"
states in part that "the monies in the
various funds provided for by this chapter
are hereby exempt from any state or
municipal tax, and shall not be subject to
execution, garnishment, attachment, or
any other legal process whatsoever, and
shall be unassignable except as in this
chapter specifically provided." In other
words, your police pension is guaranteed
for life and cannot be subject to a lawsuit.
If you are found at fault in an auto
accident and a judgment by the courts
exceeds your insurance coverage, the
court order cannot touch your pension.
In fact, the only agencies that can touch
your pension after you retire are the
Internal Revenue Service, through a tax
levy, and the courts, through orders for
spousal or child support.
Unfortunately our pension protections
don’t become effective until we retire.
Working past one’s 20th anniversary is
what some members call "pension
roulette," referring to the fact that even
though you’ve earned your pension by
completing 20 or more years of police
service, you can and will be denied
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receiving it if your employment is
terminated
before
your
actual
retirement date. And let’s not forget that
you can’t retire without giving the city
30 days notice.
As Commanding Officer of the
Pension Section during the 1990's, I
unfortunately saw a number of members
with over 20 years of service lose their
pensions. One example was a lieutenant
from the 68 Pct. with 28 years of service
who failed a random drug test by having
marijuana in his system. As we are all
aware, possession of a small amount of
marijuana is a violation of law, less than
a misdemeanor. The police commissioner
then terminated this lieutenant, who
sued both the department and the
Pension Fund. I had to work up the value
of his pension for the lawsuit. The
amount of funds that would have to be
put aside to pay for his pension was more
than $650,000, and that was in the mid
1990's — it would be much more today.
The lieutenant lost his lawsuit. The
courts have consistently held that the
police commissioner has the absolute
sole discretion and authority over all
discipline within the NYPD. However,
should a member in effect be fined over
$650,000 for a violation of law or should
he have been offered the opportunity to
retire and collect the pension which he

earned over a 28-year career?
I’m not trying to scare anyone into
retirement. I served for 32 years. Incidents
of members losing their pensions after
completing 20 years but before retiring are
very rare — but they do happen. And
when they do, not only does the member
lose the pension but also whatever he or
she may have vested in the Variable
Supplement Fund Drop program.
Is this fair? I think not. Not while
politicians can be convicted of crimes
while in office and still receive their
pensions. Not when a Kings County
Supreme Court justice presiding over civil
cases gets convicted of accepting bribes
while on the bench and still receives his
pension. It may not be fair, but it’s the
law that governs our pensions.
Once you’re retired, however, your
pension can’t be taken away. The most
glaring example I can think of is the
case of the two retired Brooklyn
detectives who were convicted in 2006
of murder. They went to jail but still
receive their pensions. Remember, once
received it’s guaranteed.
PBA Pension Consultant Joseph Maccone
will answer your retirement and pension
questions in print. Write or email at the
PBA, 40 Fulton St., NY, NY 10038, or
jmaccone@nycpba.org.

RETROCOPS

THE BULLET THAT MISSED

O

n June 12, 1982, Emergency Service Unit
P.O. Joseph P. McCormack and 90 Pct. P.O.
Denis Doyle responded to a scene in which detectives
in pursuit of a man wanted for a homicide and a
cop-shooting were fired upon by the suspect. After
assisting with the search, McCormack and Doyle
were backing out of their parking space when their
RMP’s front window was shattered by a bullet.
Officer Doyle was injured by glass fragments and,
though Officer McCormack was unharmed, the
shooting turned out to be prophetic for him. A little
more than 15 months later, Officer McCormack was
killed by a shotgun blast fired by an EDP.
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